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On 13 April, 1944, the U.S.S. :0iRIG3T colli
ded :'ii tl1. the Portu;;::uese
::1erchant vesa al S. THOME in the
':;ox'th A~la:ltic. As a r3sul t of this collision, there
;{iJ.S e:~·t;Gnsive Qlli:lage to t:lese two vessels, :persolli"lel f'rom
t:1e U.S.S. 3lTRIGHT were injured. and Garl Augustus ~Ii:lJ.s,
shi~;)i'ittar third class, V-G, u.S. Eaval J.eserve, is
~i3Si~6 under circ~~tanc3S unicn lead to the presumption
,that he is dead.

8.
In revie~ing the i~vestigation held in the
foresoing case, CO~~la.nder Destroyers, u.S. Atlantic Fleet,
s"cat3d that the Cor::'::la.. . dinC O.L'fic~r of the U.S.S • ..:.alffiIGI:lT
\"las a·:,TD.r:~ i'or at least tilirty l.:1inutes that his ship was
proceeding on a collision course g~th an lli~idffi1tified
craft, and when ord3r'~d to di',Tert this crai't, he 2:1ain
tain3G tnis course until collision was inevitable.
Co::u:18.ndGr Destroyers, Tj. S. Atlantic :?leet, further noted
t~at there was no indication of ar- alert o~sanization
in the v.3.3. j;lTRIGI1:T to ::laintain 8...'"1 accurate plot, nor
tl"lat such a plot 7ias cOI~t:!J,\uous:t:r :uaintain0d..
"

3.
For the above reasons, Connander Destroy0rs,
F. 3. AJclG.l"lt ie 21eet, ac.clress ad a l0tter of re:::>rir1and to
Lieutan8.J.'1.t :-;m:L:lfu'"1G.0r .8.

(;a:;.~l HOfi1u.:.""ld,

"-'",c'e""va
-'.,,,,,,,,-,..1.
•

~\.'"

-;J. .....
v

~3
~

t~nant CO;~:la..."'1d';l"

o,~

Dii:-Y(G), 'J.S. :,~aval
-l•
1 O...&..p L-1"-u'url.a
llc:,.;l';r.,d. J7 [;en'3ral cO:l.:i."t _~artial 'lio~ld

co-'-s"~"""'"
.... ..;. .a..U_J..

Yia:prant ad.

.-;

t-~".1~ ...... 1I

,±.

....·-,...
'l~r
:lO,J".
~J.(4..L.
v

_0

::?or the aiJove reasons, it is requested. that
:Lieutenant COt"~-:l~cl~l>.:':•. G~.rl Hoglund, _D3-V(9-), U.S.
lTc..val :J.eS8rve, De ae-c8.c':lec;, l'rO:':l cO~::J.:l&.i."1.(~ of t.n.e U.S.S.
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•• appZ'oxliMte17 090&. 18 April, 1944, the
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u.s. Naval Raaerve, 18 o1••1ng under· 41ro'l.-tia:nO.. which
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'l'he !\oard o~ Inv••~1.;atlQft. oonvened. in this
clear17 dl.o1oaes'thata
( a) !he COIDi:imld.1ng or!' lc()~ or the ?l.S.:; • .
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0X!~~clo8 0:( WIU'# ~e convoning ~ a ::!GZlGPal eourt !aU"tlal
CQQpOIJGd. o·i· a al1ef'lclent nu.rnb-er 0(' o.t'1"1oera ~d serloual.,.
lntept~. with the aChddulnd optlratlODll.
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Statement of Lt. Comdr. :3.0 .HOGLUND, DE- V( G) , USJ.'.f.ct.
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1

Ca) P13/00/J'FI3-6 Sere No. 02053.
1.
In accordance with reference (a), submitted here
with is statement of Lieutenant-Oommander E. C. Hoglund,
DE-V(G) USNR, for enclosure in next fitness report.

12 June 1944•
•

•
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62.

SOOJ.:

Statement Complying with General Order No.

REF. :

(a) DesLant Conf. Ltr. P13/00/F]'l3-b Sere 02053tdated
26 May 1944.
(b) 'Record of Proceedings of a Board of Investigation
Convened at U.S. Navy Yard, N. Y., 18 April 1944.

1. Noted herewith is statement made by the Commanding Officer
of the USB ENRIGHT (DE 216) before Boar"d of Investigation under
reter'ence (b). The facts stated therein have been established
by testimony, and the statement is part of the official record
of that board:
contact, which eventually proved to be the s.THO~m and
which collided 1rlth this vessel, was first picked up by
radar at 122 miles about 25 minutes before the collision.
It was tracked and held under close observation during the
whole period. It was known that the USS :jv"];BER had been
ordered to intercept and divert it, which she was endeavor
ing to do. During the whole period its bearing remained
steady and was closing at about 800 yards per minute, while
this vessel maintained its station in the screen. 7{llen the
range closed to 4000 yards or less, or about rour minutes
from time of collision, the following order was received:
~Do not let the contact get between you and the convoy.~
This called for immediate and positive action. The visibil
ity of 500 yards or less meant that this vessel must close
the contact to 500 yards, make sight contact and divert it
be:C'ore it reached the nearest ship in the convoy, -3000 yards
trom the ENRIGHT'S present position. Another course of action
was to approach the contaot cautiously rather than from
ahead, thereby avoiding a collision, but permitting the oon
tact to get between the lmRIGh""T and the convoy, running the
risk of having the contact in collision with ships of the
convoy.
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The former alternative ~as' cnosen; this vessel immediate
ly lett the SCl-een and closed the contact on a collision
course. About four :oinutes later the conta,ct appeared
out of tile fog less than 500 yards distant. Up to this
instant a collision could have been avoided bad I so
chosen. A f"ull a;;jliern bell and right f"ull rudder was
ordered by. the Executive Officer, wno was on the flying
bridge. This order was immed.iately countermanded by me
and cha.nged to full speed ahead, lef't full rudder. Our
stern started to swing away from the S. TrlOME, which bore
down ra~idly, hitting tflis vessel about 120 feet from the
stern at an angle of about 20°.
It is m.y opinion that if the engines continued to back,
the S. THOliIE: would have ait near the bridge, resulting in
a tar more serious collision and perhaps cutting the
ENRIGh"r in half. Zven after sighting, a collision :might
have been avoided had not the speed of the vessel been
checked nomentarily. The course of the 3. THm:IE was such
as to carry it straight into the convoy, where collision
far more serious might have occurred. It is .believed
that the El,"f:.qIGHT in risking collision and taking a glanc
ing bloVI, out diverting the S. THOME, made the proper
decision".

sl

2. C. HOGLUND

Lt. Comdr., USNR.

2. In defense of the action taken by the Commanding Officer
of the ENRIGHT, resulting in collision, the following facts
and opinions are set forth:
( a)

A collision course was maintained for tile following
reasons:
1. Betol"e the order to divert was received, tilis
ship was obliged to maintain its )osition in the
screen.
2. ::Len the order to divert was received the EN.ct.IGHT
left its posi~ion in the screen, to close the oncom
ing vessel to visual range. In order to accomplish
this, witn visiDility less than 500 yards, an approx
imate collision course had to be taken.
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(b) ·rhe ba.se course and speed
rectly solved ten minutes
Thereafter, its ~vaments
veillance by radar ranges
half minute. These facts
mony.of \rltnesses.

ot: the S. T50Ji.iE was cor
after initial contact.
were kept under close sur
and bearings about every
were brought out by testi

(a) The Commanding Officer of the ~BIGHT, with heavy
odds against him, risked collision of nis ship in
carrying out a "Iililitary or-der". The decision to
close the oncoming ship, with visibility less than
500 yards, was made on the premise that the order to
divert it must be carried out at all -costs.
(d) In the opinion of the Commanding Officer of the ~!
:aIG:fi:.T, it is doubtful i1' any ship under similar
circumstances could nave sucoessfully diverted the
S. T::'"imlli without a collision. lfoted herewith is
Becommendation of Board of Investigation, Page 296,
refer-ence (b):
"1. That the Co.ruraanding Oft'icer of USS 3l'TRIGET,
Lieutenant-Commander E. Carl Hoglund, DE-V{S},
u. s. :l.'fa val ?.eserve, be. admonished for ilis i'ailure
to make known to t'ne Escort Commander at an early
time that he was
a collision course with the
contact.
2. That the Zscort Commander be admonished for
his failure to take positive actio~ early enough
to prevent a dangerous situation from developing,
and that he be dix'ected to I-equire oloser. coopera
tion between esoorts under his command."
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CLA.2,ENCE L. WINECOFF

Captain, U. S. Navy, Senior

~~ber.

"/IILLIAM O'lJ"Y.:.illSON

Commander, U. S. Navy, Member.
NORMAN J. S_~~ON
Coramander, u. S. Na V';{, Member.
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(e) The Commanding Offioer of the J::1:·;:a.IGHT believed ti'1at
the oorrect decision was made i~ the execution or
the order to divert the oncoming vessel, notwith
standing the great risk involved. ~e deeply regrets
tile attendant loss of life, injury and damage. The
utmost effort was exerted by nimselt and all hands
to successfully acoomplish the mission. 'dhen colli~
sion oecame imminent, proper action was taken to
minimize damage, as ~ell as subsequent action in
keeping the ship afloat and bringing it safely into
IJort.

